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From Your Commissioner

Gifts from the Farm

A 40-foot shipping container can hold 400 Christmas trees. So that's how many Jay Weir's
Guatemalan wholesale customer ordered for shipment to Guatemala City. These buyers had
previously sourced Christmas trees from North Carolina—but they wanted to bring fragrant balsam
firs to their retail customers in the wealthier section of the capital and largest city of this Central
American country. Weir says the buyer found Weir Christmas Tree Farms in Colebrook on the
Internet last year. They flew up to New Hampshire to visit the farm and view the trees, and liked what
they saw.

As explained in the article by State Entomologist Piera Siegert in the December 7 Bulletin, the
process of satisfying Guatemala’s plant protection regulatory requirements went more smoothly this
second year. The Department’s Division of Plant Industry inspectors inspected the trees for signs of
balsam woolly adelgid and spruce budworm in October, before the trees were harvested and shipped
in early November. Weir has enjoyed meeting and working with their Guatemalan customers. Of their
experience meeting the requirements for international export of plant products, he says Plant Industry
staff “have made this kind of difficult and tough thing easy for us.”

“The tree market this season is as good as I've ever seen,” Weir notes. “I'm pretty encouraged.
We’ve had a great year, and | think next year will be, too.”

Nigel Manley, manager of The Rocks Estate Christmas Tree Farm in Bethlehem also reported
record-breaking sales over Thanksgiving weekend, with customer spending per tree--on trees, plus
gift shop sales, and other extras—reaching pre-recession levels for the first time. Weir says they have
seen the same trend of increasing customer-spending levels.

Real New Hampshire maple syrup--a traditional holiday gift that is always received with
gratitude and enthusiasm—has also been selling like, well, hotcakes. “Holiday sales have been
fantastic!” reports Dave Fuller of Fuller's Sugar House in Lancaster. Fuller says that maple syrup
sales held up well even through the recession. But he has seen six to eight percent growth in sales
this year.

Still need a thoughtful and unique gift or stocking-stuffer? A new book celebrating the longevity



and diversity of New Hampshire’s family farms is available just in time for the holidays and beyond.
Our Farming Heritage Lives On is a collection of stories and photos of farms with at least 100 years of
history, told by members of the farm families that own them. The 250-page book is the culmination of
a project undertaken by the Associated Women of the NH Farm Bureau Federation to celebrate NH
Farm Bureau’s centennial year.

Here’s how the Associated Women describe the book: “These are our stories, our hopes, our
dreams. The myriad little reasons we get up in the mornings to work the farm another day. We toil, we
laugh. We live, farm, and die. We are the farm women and families of New Hampshire and our
farming heritage lives on.” Organized by county, these farm histories tell the past and present of
apple orchards, vegetable farms, maple, poultry and dairy farms--and of land stewardship and
preservation for the future.

To purchase a copy of Our Farming Heritage Lives On, stop by the NH Farm Bureau Office at
295 Sheep Davis Rd in Concord or call the office at (603) 224-1934. Each book costs $19.95 plus
shipping, if applicable. For more information visit: https://nhfarmbureau.org/ourfarmingheritage/

All the staff of the Department of Agriculture, Markets & Food join me in wishing everyone a
merry holiday season.

Lorraine Merrill, Commissioner
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