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Farm and Forest Industry Recognizes Award Winners

at Annual NH Farm & Forest Expo

The 31st annual agriculture and forest industry awards program at the recent NH Farm & Forest Expo in
Manchester last week, recognized outstanding members of the farm & forest community. NH
Commissioner of Agriculture, Lorraine Merrill hosted the event. Governor Maggie Hassan addressed the
crowd of nearly 200 and assisted with awards presentation. Here is a summary of this year’s award
winners:

The Andrew L. Felker Award for leadership in promoting the growth and prosperity of New Hampshire
agriculture was presented to David Kennard of Chesham. David has operated his Wellscroft sheep farm
for over 40 years. He is a leader in the sheep industry and was instrumental in establishing the NH Sheep
and Wool Growers Association and the long-running NH Sheep & Wool Festival. He has been the
recipient of the Northeast Innovative Farmer of the Year, the Master Shepherd award and the NH Farm
of Distinction. David also operates a successful fence supply business, Wellscroft Fence Systems, that is
the largest agricultural fence company in New England.

The Fred E. Beane Award for fair, accurate and effective reporting of news and issues impacting farming
and forestry in the state was presented to David Anderson of So. Sutton. David is the Director of
Education and Volunteer Services at the Society for the Protection of NH Forests, a position he has held
for 23 years. His media accomplishments include a bimonthly column in the NH Sunday News called
“Forest Journal” and a quarterly column called “Nature’s View” in the Forest Society’s Forest Notes
magazine. He also hosts the regular feature called “Something Wild” on NH Public Radio. Additionally,
his work appears in numerous other media outlets. David is widely recognized by his peers as a superb
writer and communicator and spokesperson for land conservation.

The Stephen H. Taylor Leadership Award for Agricultural Professionals, recognizing leadership and
commitment to New Hampshire Agriculture, was given to George Hamilton of Milford. George joined
UNH Cooperative Extension, Hillsborough County in 1989 where he works as an Extension Field
Specialist in Food and Agriculture. George is known for going above and beyond the call of duty and
looking out for the needs of farmers. He is described by Extension leadership as an extremely skilled and



accomplished educator who finds opportunities for practical field research that helps NH farmers make
good business decisions. He has won numerous professional awards recognizing his work, including the
UNH Presidential Award for Excellence.

NH Farms of Distinction is a program of the NH Department of Agriculture, Markets & Food that
annually recognizes those New Hampshire Farms that go the extra mile to keep their busy farmsteads
neat and attractive, thereby portraying a positive image for New Hampshire agriculture. Seven farms
were recognized this year as follows:

Field to Fork Farm, located in Chester, is owned by Patrick and Daniela Connelly. The farmis a
diversified operation producing eggs, chicken, turkey, beef, pork, milk , maple and honey. Products are
sold at the farm by appointment and through a seasonal CSA. Field to Fork Farm is a Certified Organic
farm since 2007. The farm sits on about 80 acres with views of the Boston skyline on a clear day.

Great Brook Farm of Walpole was established over 250 years ago by John Graves. The 150 acre dairy
farm continues today under the management of Peter Graves, the 9" generation to operate the farm.
Peter’s nephew, Andy Westover also works the farm with him and Cindy Graves Westover, Peter’s sister
and Andy’s mother, runs a self-service farm store in what was once the farm’s milk house. She sells raw
milk, maple products and vegetables from the farm and local ice cream and cheese.

KREBS Farm: After living and working in Bermuda for 20 years, Ralph and Kris Rathjen fulfilled a lifetime
dream and established their KREBS Farm in Sanbornton in 2010. The KREBS name was created by
combining the first letters of family members’ names: Kris, Ralph, Elizabeth, Ben and Sophie. Products
offered at the farm include blueberries and a variety of seasonal vegetables and herbs. The farm is
transitioning to Certified Organic production and provides picturesque overlooks of Lake Winnisquam.
Produce is sold at farmers’ markets and area restaurants and other wholesale channels.

Landaff Creamery and Springvale Farms are owned by Doug and Debby Erb of Landaff. The creamery is
a small farmstead cheese company that uses the milk from their dairy farm, Springvale Farms. The dairy
was established in the 1950’s by Doug’s parents and was purchased by Doug and Debby in the 1980’s.
They began the cheese business, located adjacent to the dairy, in 2008. Landaff cheese is a cave aged,
Welsh style cheese made on the farm by the Erbs and then sent to the Cellars at Jasper Hill Farm in
Greensboro, VT to age and market. The cheese has won numerous regional and national awards.

Russell’s Blueberries of Contoocook is owned by Peter Russell and Victoria Peterson. Crops were first
planted in 1986 and the acreage and crop diversity has been growing ever since. Today the farm consists
of blueberries, raspberries, artisan garlic and honey. Adding vegetables and cut flowers are in the plans
for the future. The farm began to transition to organic production in 2000 and achieved Certified
Organic status in 2003. Visitors to the farm will find a small market and Pick Your Own opportunities for
the berries.

Smith Orchard in Belmont has been owned and operated by Rob and Wende Richter since 1985. The
farm offers a variety of favorite apples including Mclntosh, Macoun, Cortland and more. Many of the
trees from the original farm, planted in 1929, are still producing. The Richters have also planted newer



varieties of apples over the years. Pick your own is the primary marketing avenue for the apples. Smith
Orchard welcomes weddings, birthday parties and other events, as well.

White Gate Farm in Epping is owned by Sue and Jim McGeough. The McGeoughs purchased the
property in 1996 and over time have cleared and stumped the land to plant blueberries, fruit trees and
pasture. They built a barn, greenhouse and sugar shack . The farm now is home to livestock such as
Scotch Highland cattle and a variety of chickens. Crops produced on the farm include seasonal
vegetables and fruits, flowers, honey and maple. Products are sold at nearby farmers’ markets and to
local restaurants.

NH Outstanding Tree Farmer of the Year, presented annually by the NH Tree Farm Committee
recognizes the best of the best in regards to forest management. The 2014 Outstanding Tree Farmer of
the Year was presented to Robert L. V. French, Meadowsend Farm Sawmill and Greentree Forest of
Hopkinton.

The Greentree forest and Meadowsend sawmill property exemplifies sound forest management and
long term forest stewardship. The property encompasses close to 2,400 acres in the towns of
Hopkinton, Henniker and Weare. Bob acquired the first 40 acre parcel back in the 1970s. Today the
property has developed into a large, contiguous forested land base that is being managed sustainably
with the multiple-use concept that the Tree Farm program promotes. The Greentree Forest and
Meadowsend sawmill properties are a testament to Bob’s vision, forward thinking and patience and will
be a legacy to his family’s conservation heritage for many years to come.
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